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STRUCTURE, AS WELL AS IN THEIR EXTERIOR FORM, AND
OBVIOUS PURPOSES, THESE BUILDINGS CORRESPOND WITH
GREAT EXACTNESS TO THOSE OF HINDUSTAN AND THE
INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO."
"In the sculptures ornamenting the temple of Bora-Bodu, above
described, as in numerous other places on the island, and on the
mainland, Buddha is represented seated cross-legged upon a seat
sustained by animals, (usually the lion or tiger), and receiving offer-
ings from his followers, who kneel before him. These offerings con-
sist of fruits and flowers. In the building designated by Mr. Stephens
as the Palace of Palenque, (Mexico) is an oval of stone fixed in the
wall of the corridor. It is finely sculptured in bas-relief, representing
a figure of benignant aspects, seated upon a co,uch sustained by two
animals, called leopards by our author. A female figure kneels before
the god, and offers some articles, perhaps flowers, for his acceptance.
There are a few hieroglyphics near the head of each figure. Beneath
this tablet are die traces of a stone table or altar, which, in Del Rio's
time, was entire, built exactly after the same model with numerous
others in various parts of the ruins. Del Rio describes it as a plain
slab of stone, six feet long by three feet fo,ur inches broad and seven
inches thick, placed upon four feet in the form of a table. These
feet were sculptured with figures in bas-relief, in the attitude of
supporting the slab. A small ornamented elevation rose at the back
of the altar. This is precisely the character of the hanlangko of the
Hindusf or then-hanlang of the Siamese, the stone seat or altar of
Buddha, upon which are offered flowers and fruits. It is found in the
Siamese and Javanese temples, as also in the Buddhist temples
generally. It corresponds, according to Maurice, with the sign of
Mercury."
Squier concludes:
"DID THE SCOPE OF THIS MEMOIR PERMIT, THE COIN-
CIDENCES OF THIS KIND, EXTENDING TO THE ORNAMENTS
OF THE INDIAN AND CENTRAL AMERICAN TEMPLES,
MONSTROUS HEADS AND SYMBOLICAL FIGURES, MIGHT
BE GREATLY MULTIPLIED. BUT PROBABLY, AFTER ALL,
THE UNEQUIVOCAL COMMON EVIDENCE OF THE EXIS-
TENCE OF PHALLIC WORSHIP, OR THE WORSHIP OF THE
RECIPROCAL PRINCIPLES, IS THE MOST INTERESTING FACT
WHICH A COMPARISON OF THE MONUMENTS OF THE
TWO COUNTRIES HAS YET DISCLOSED.
"Abstractly, as we have already seen, this worship in America
can hardly be regarded as derivative; it certainly is not necessarily so;